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Visit HHS.gov/Healthcare and CuidadodeSalud.Gov, two consumer-focused health care websites to: 
find insurance options, compare care quality, and learn about the law.  How is the Affordable Care Act 
helping you? Share your story here.  
 
Secretary’s Corner 
 

 October 31, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius posted a blog relating to some insurance companies that sell products in 
the individual market  which are making changes to their plans. “There has been a lot of 
confusion about some recent notices to consumers from insurance companies that sell 
coverage in the individual insurance market, and I’d like to clear up the facts”. View blog 
post here. 

 October 26, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius posted a blog on What’s working in the marketplace: the Data Servies Hub. 
“The Hub is a routing tool – an information sharing tool. It is an efficient and secure way to 
rapidly verify the information submitted by consumers seeking a determination of what 
coverage options and financial assistance are available to them”. You can read more here  

 

Affordable Care Act News 
 
 November 1, 2013  

A new report released today by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) shows 
that nearly half (46 percent) of single young adults who are uninsured and may be eligible 
for coverage in the Health Insurance Marketplace could get coverage for $50 or less per 
month. “The health care law is making health insurance more affordable for young adults,” 
said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.  “With nearly half of single, Marketplace-eligible 
uninsured young adults able to get coverage at $50 or less per month, the health care law is 
delivering the quality, affordable coverage people are looking for.” View more information 
here. 

 
 October 31, 2013 

CMS has announced the contract suppliers for the Round 1 Recompete of the Medicare 
Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics and Supplies (DMEPOS) Competitive 
Bidding Program. For more information, view the Fact Sheet 

 
 October 28, 2013  

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) today said that health care reform 
efforts are eliciting significant out-of-pocket savings for Medicare beneficiaries, pointing to 
zero growth in 2014 Medicare Part B premiums and deductibles, and more than $8 billion in 
cumulative savings in the prescription drug coverage gap known as the “donut hole.”  You 
can lean more here.  
 
 
 

http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/
http://www.cuidadodesalud.gov/
http://finder.healthcare.gov/
http://www.healthcare.gov/compare/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/rights/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/mycare
http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/facts/blog/2013/10/clearing-up-the-facts.html
http://www.hhs.gov/digitalstrategy/blog/2013/10/marketplace-data-services-hub.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/10/20131028a.html
http://www.cms.gov/newsroom
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-Releases/2013-Press-Releases-Items/2013-10-28.html


Health Care Blog Posts 
 
 November 1, 2013 

Julie Bataille posted a blog on the efforts to improve HealthCare.gov. ““This was a week where 
we made progress, and also ran into some roadblocks that slowed us down.  The focus is on 
working through our punch list, one by one. Our bottom line continues to be that we are on a 
path to improve HealthCare.gov each week and to meet our target by the end of November.” 
You can read more here.   
 

 October 31, 2013 
Julie Bataille posted a blog relating to the addition of key personnel from the government and 
private sector, including expert engineers and technology managers. These dozens of people 
are strengthening and reinforcing the team we have working 24/7 to address the problems 
around Healthcare.gov. You can read more here 
 

 October 31, 2013 
The Department of Health and Human Services posted a health insurance blog on “How we’re 
working to improve healthcare.gov”. Read the blog here.  
 

 October 31, 2013 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) posted a blog on the efforts to 
improve the overall user experience each week on HealthCare.gov, so that by the end of 
November the site will be functioning smoothly for the vast majority of users. View the blog 
here 
 

 

White House Health Care Blog Posts 
 

 November 1, 2013 
Jesse Lee posted a blog relating to the Massachusetts’s healthcare law, passed in 2006 which 
served as a model for the Affordable Care Act, and the state’s experience during its first year 
of enrollment offers important lessons for what we can expect over the first six months for the 
ACA. You can read the rest here.  

 October 31, 2013 
Gina McCarthy and Dr. Elena Rios posted a blog on “Healthy Collaboration to Improve 
Children’s Health.”  You can view the direct link between a healthy environment and healthy 
lives here. 
 

 October 31, 2013 
Karmel Allison posted a personal story about her pre-existing condition in-waiting that has 
caused her to live in fear for year. You can read her story here 
 

 October 30, 2013 
David Simas posted a blog on the state's progressive vision of universal coverage and the 
conservative idea of market competition which formed the blueprint for Obamacare. Read the 
full blog post here. 

 October 30, 2013 
Jesse Lee posted a blog relating to the Fact-Check: Changes and Improvements in the 
Individual market Under the Affordable care Act.  You can view the blog post here 

 October 29, 2013 

http://www.hhs.gov/digitalstrategy/blog/2013/11/healthcare-gov-progress-update.html
http://www.hhs.gov/digitalstrategy/blog/2013/10/more-on-the-tech-surge.html
https://www.healthcare.gov/blog/how-we-are-working-to-improve-healthcare-gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/digitalstrategy/blog/2013/10/improving-account-registration-process.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/11/01/fact-check-early-affordable-care-act-enrollment-massachusetts-experience
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/31/healthy-collaboration-improve-children-s-health
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/31/karmels-story-i-no-longer-fear-my-pre-existing-condition
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/30/i-know-game-6-starts-soon
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/30/fact-check-changes-improvements-individual-market-under-affordable-care-act


Maria Pastrana Lujan posted a blog on The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders invitation to join their Google Hangout and chat about the Health Insurance 
Marketplace in Vietnamese on Wednesday, November 6, 2013 at 3:00 pm ET. You can see the 
invitation here 
 

 October 29, 2013 
 
Edna Christine Baillif posted a blog on her benefits and protection with the Affordable Care Act 
which has helped her to have a better quality of life with good health. Read Edna’s story here  
 

 October 26, 2013 
Megan Slack posted a blog with the video of President Obama discusses the launch of the 
Health Insurance Marketplace for the Affordable Care Act, which gives millions of Americans 
the opportunity to have access to affordable and reliable healthcare—many for the first time. 
Wath the full video here.  
 

Educational Materials  
Below you’ll find materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  
 
 
Info-Grapahics 
View all our Flickr Info-Graphs page here. 
How Obamacare Prices Shake Out: http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/3990491/ 
 

 
Public Service Announcement/Address 
 
Health Insurance Marketplace  
For more information about the Health Insurance Marketplace including official resources, research, 
news, and events visit http://marketplace.cms.gov/ 
 
Marketplace Updates 
For information on how to sign up for coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace, including 
text message and email updates visit http://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace/index.html 
 
State by State Fact Sheets 
Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act, 
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/information-for-you/index.html 

https://plus.google.com/events/c3f55v66i3s8989qnq5fqlpbpm8
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/29/join-google-hangout-november-6-discuss-health-insurance-marketplace-vietnamese
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/29/health-care-matters-any-age
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/10/26/weekly-address-enrolling-affordable-care-act-marketplace
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hhsgov/sets/72157632180365890/
http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/3990491/
http://marketplace.cms.gov/
http://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/information-for-you/index.html
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